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St. Patrick's Day is an Irish holiday celebrated all around the globe to honor the
patron saint of Ireland, Saint Patrick. Read on to learn more about the origin of the
holiday and about the man who inspired it or visit our "Fun Facts about St. Patrick's
Day" stary.

For even more on St. Patrick's Day, visit our St. Patrick's Day main holiday page for
aafts, dip art, recipes, and more.

When Is St_ Patricks Day?

Saint Patrick's Day is celebrated each year on March I7th.

Note for 2008: For 2008, the Catholic Church has officially moved St. Patrick's Day to
Saturday, March I5th to avoid a conflict with the Holy Week leading up to Easter
Sunday. Most secular establishments in the US and Canada, such asrestaurants and
bars, wil continue to celebrate the holiday on March 7th, and the I7th will remain a
national day off from work in Ireland.

Who Was Saint Patrick?

Even though Saint Patrick the patron saint of Ireland and
one of the most celebrated religious
figures around the world, the
factual information about his
life and times is quite vague.
Most information about St
Patrick has been twisted,
embellished, or simply made up
over centuries by storytellers,
causing much ambiguity about the
real fife of St. Patrick. Howevey there
are a some elements of his story
about which most scholar's accept to
be true.

According to Caiin Owens, Irish
iterature  expert and Professor
Emeritus of English at George Mason
University, Saint Patrick is traditionally
thought  to
have lived
"between
432-46) AD,
but more
recent scholars|
moves the dates up a

bit! At the age of sixteen he was
kidnapped from his native land of
the Roman British Isles by a band
pirates, and sold into slavery in
Ireland. Saint Patrick worked as a
shepherd and tumed to religion for
solace. After six years of slavery
he escaped to the Irish coast and
fled home to Britain.
While back in his homeland, Patrick
decided to become a priest and
then decided to retum to Ireland
after dreaming that the voices of
the Irish people were calling him to convert them to Christianity.
After studying and preparing for several years, Patrick traveled back to Ireland
as a Christian missionary. Although there were already some Christians living in
Ireland, St. Patrick was able to bring upon amassive religious shift to Christianity
by converting people of power: Says Prof. Owens, [St. Patrick] is credited with
converting the nobles; who set an example which the people followed!
But Patrick's desire to spread of Christianity was not met without mighty
oppasition. Prof. Owens explains, "Patrick ran into trouble with the local pagan
priesthood, the druids: and there are many stories about his arguments with
them as well as his survival of plots against them!! He laid the groundwork for the
establishment of hundreds of monasteries and churches that eventually popped
up across the Irish country to promote Christianity.
Saint Patrick is also credited with bringing written word to Ireland through the
promoation of the study of legal texts and the Bible, says Prof. Owens. Previous
to Pattrick, storyteling and history were refiant
b on memory and orally passing down stories.
Pamd<s mission in Ireland is said to have

Iasted for thirty years. It is believe he died in
the Sth century on March I7 which is the day St.

# Patrick's Day is commemorated each year
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"everybody is Irish"
Qver 100 US. cities now
ho[d Saint Patrick's Pay

Patrick's Day parade was held in New York
parades.
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Lic. Edvardo Andrés Castillo Landeta

La ingratitud parece ser el signo de las &pocas. Grandes talentos que han provacado el desarrolio de fa Humani-
dad, han sufrido su ingrato alvido. Por eso es reconfortante ser testigo de una memoria conservada afectuo-
samente por una discipula a través de los tiempos. Es el caso de la Maestra Alicia Sodi Serret con el Maestro
Federica Froebel: a través de los afos, celosamente reitera ante las nuevas generaciones de Educadoras, la
gratitud que se le debe por haber sido el primer maestro de la infancia inicial, reconocida ahora tan importante
en [a educacion del ser humano. Este afio debemos agradecer a la alumna y al maestro, presididos ambos por fa
imagen de quien resultd ser el lazo que unid a los dos: la Maestra Berta von Glimer:

Federico Froebel... a partir de una esfera y un cubo cred un sistema de aprendizaje-ensefianza que ha durado
ya tres largos siglos'y ha provocado una fuente de saber universal, del que bebemos todos los dias millones de
alumnas y seguidores.

Hoy, el Dfa Froebel, el dfa de todas nosotras las educadoras, es el dia especial de [a primera ensefianza verdade-
ra: la que recibe al nifio desde su hogar para insertario en la vida social en forma eficiente y productiva.

LaEscuela Berta von GlUmer se honra en felicitar y participar ena conmemoracidn de fa profesién que le dio vida
hace ya 55 hermosos, apasionantes y productivos afios al servicio de la nifez mexicana, convencida de que
crear educadoras es garantizar infancias felices y prospectivas en bien de México.
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fotograffas las puedes solicitar al departamenito de difusién
















